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The Centers of the University were established to
promote the ideals of different academic departments to
deal Christianly with issues. Each Center is headed by
a Director, who also serves the University as a faculty
member or in other capacities.

Below is a list of the Centers along with their purpose
statements and directors.

R. C. Ryan Center for Biblical Studies

Director: Ray F. Van Neste

The Center exists to promote the skills of effective
Bible study and the art of biblical interpretation among
students at Union University as well as members of the
broader Body of Christ. The Center houses a model library
for inductive study of the Scriptures, hosts an annual
conference on interpretation and provides resources for
local churches in pursuit of ongoing training in Bible study.
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R. G. Lee Center for Christian
Ministry
Director: Jerry Tidwell

The purpose of the R. G. Lee Center for Christian
Ministry is to equip bi-vocational pastors, staff, and laity
for Christian service by offering the Diploma in Christian
Ministry and the Associate of Divinity. Details of these
programs can be found under Special Programs, Adult
and Evening Studies.

An integral part of the Center is the R. G. Lee Society
of Fellows Program whose purpose is to enhance and
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Center for Media, Faith and

Culture
Director: Michael D. Chute

The Center for Media, Faith and Culture is designed
to provide Christians serving in various mediums in the
field of communications with worldview and skills needed
for them to engage the culture as change agents in the
21st century.

Center for Politics and Religion

Director: Micah J. Watson
The Center for Politics and Religion is meant to
provide a forum for teaching, research, and discussion

13



