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( ) Date of Employment

President
David S. Dockery (1996) President and Professor of 
Christian Thought and Tradition. B.S., University of 
Alabama at Birmingham; M.Div., Grace Theological 
Seminary; M.Div., Southwest Baptist Theological Seminary; 
M.A., Texas Christian University; Ph.D., University of 
Texas-Arlington; Additional study, Drew University.

office of the Provost
Carla D. Sanderson (1982) Provost, Executive Vice 
President, and Professor of Nursing. Diploma, Baptist 
Memorial Hospital School of Nursing; B.S.N., Union 
University; M.S.N., University of Tennessee Center for 
Health Sciences; Ph.D., University of Florida.

Gene Fant (2002) Vice President for Academic 
Administration, Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, and Professor of English. B.S., James Madison 
University; M.A., Old Dominion University; M.Div., New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; M.Ed., and Ph.D., 
University of Southern Mississippi.

Cynthia Powell Jayne (1976). Associate Provost for 
International and Intercultural Studies, University 
Professor of Language and Director of the Institute for 
International and Intercultural Studies. B.A., Mississippi 
College; M.A. and Ph.D., Louisiana State University; 
Additional study, Vanderbilt University, University of 
Kentucky, and the Intercultural Communication Institute.

Barbara McMillin (1992) Associate Provost, Dean of 
Instruction and Professor of English. A.A., Northeast 
Mississippi Community College; B.A., Union University; 
M.A. and D.A., University of Mississippi. Additional 
study, Harvard University.

Randall W. Phillips (2004) Director of Research and 
Associate Professor of Family Studies. B.S., Union 
University; M.A., Phillips Graduate Institute; Ph.D., 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale.

Jane Barber Betts (1974) Registrar. B.A., Union 
University, M.Ed., University of Memphis.

Teresa Hataway (2005) Assistant Registrar, Germantown. 
B.B.A., University of Memphis.

Sherry Russell (2009) Assistant Registrar, Hendersonville 
and Coordinator for Graduate Programs, Hendersonville.

Deans
R. Keith Absher (2004) Dean of the McAfee School 
of Business Administration and Professor of Marketing. 
B.A. and M.B.A., Jacksonville State University; M.A.S., 
University of Alabama–Huntsville; Ph.D., University of 
Arkansas.

Sheila Mitchell (2007) Dean of the School of Pharmacy.  
B.S. and Pharm.D., University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center.

Tom R. Rosebrough (1996) Executive Dean of the 
College of Education and Human Studies and University 
Professor of Education. B.A., M.A., and Ph.D., The Ohio 
State University.

Timothy Smith (2005) Dean, Director of Nurse 
Anesthesia, and Associate Professor of Nursing. Diploma, 
Baptist College for the Health Sciences; B.S.N., 
University of Memphis; Diploma in Anesthesia, 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville Graduate School of 
Medicine; M.S.N., and Ph.D., University of Tennessee 
Health Sciences Center.

Gregory A. Thornbury (1999) Dean of the School of 
Theology and Missions, Vice President for Spiritual Life 
and Associate Professor of Philosophy. B.A., Messiah 
College; M.Div. and Ph.D., Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary; Additional study, Oxford University.

Hunter Baker (2010)  Senior Associate Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences and Associate Professor of 
Political Science.  B.A., Florida State University; M.P.A., 
University of Georgia; J.D., University of Houston Law 
Center; Ph.D., Baylor University.

George DeMaagd (2008) Associate Dean of Academic 
Administration and Professor of Pharmacy.  B.S., Western 
Michigan University; Pharm.D., University of Michigan.

Janet E. Furness (2008) Associate Dean of Social Work, 
Professor, and Director, Master of Social Work Program. 
B.S., Philadelphia Biblical University; M.S.W., Rutgers, 
the State University; Ed.D., University of Rochester.

Kelly Harden (2007) Associate Dean of Graduate Nursing 
Programs, Director of DNP, and Associate Professor 
of Nursing. A.S.N., Mississippi County Community 
College; B.S.N., Regents University; M.S.N., University 
of Missouri; D.N.Sc., University of Tennessee Center for 
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William Nettles (2006) Associate Dean of Arts and 
Sciences, Professor of Physics and Department Chair. B.S., 
Mississippi College; M.S., and Ph.D., Vanderbilt University.

James Patterson (1999) Associate Dean of the School 
of Theology and Missions and University Professor 
of Christian Thought and Tradition. B.A., Rutgers 
University; M.Div., Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary; Ph.D., Princeton Theological Seminary.

Ann Singleton (1985) Associate Dean of Education and 
Professor of Special Education. B.S., Union University; 
M.Ed., and Ed.D., University of Memphis.

vice Presidents
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Randall Bush (1991) Professor of Christian Studies and 
Philosophy and Director of the Interdisciplinary Honors 
Program. B.A., Howard Payne University; M.Div., and 
Ph.D., Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary; 
D.Phil., University of Oxford.

Stephen Carls (1983) University Professor of History and 
Department Chair. B.A., Wheaton College; M.A. and 
Ph.D., University of Minnesota.

Janna Chance (2007) Assistant Professor of English. B.A., 
Texas A&M University; M.A. and Ph.D., Rice University.

Kevin Chen (2010) Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies. 
B.S., University of California, Berkley; M.S., Stanford 
University; M.Div., Western Seminary; Ph.D., Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary.

Don Christensen
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Bradley Harrell (2009) Assistant Professor of Nursing. 
B.S.N. and M.S.N., University of Memphis; D.N.P., 
University of Health Science Center College of Nursing.

Shirley Sykes Harris (2005) Librarian, Germantown 



105

a
d

m
in

is
t

r
a

t
iO

n

Chris Manner
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Lois Tate (2008) Professor of Nursing. A.S., B.S.N., 
M.S.N., and Ed.D., University of Memphis.

Jodi Leke Taylor (2009) Assistant Professor of Pharmacy. 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University; Pharm.D., 
University of Tennessee, Health Science Center.

David Thomas (1994) Associate Professor of History. 
B.S., Ohio State University; M.S., University of Michigan; 
Ph.D., Ohio State University.

Denise Thornton-Orr (2008) Assistant Professor of 
Nursing and Chair Undergraduate Nursing – Germantown. 
A.A., Itawamba Junior College; B.S.N., Mississippi 
University for Women; M.S.N. and D.N.Sc., University 
of Tennessee Health Science Center.

Andrew Tiger (2010) Professor of Management.  B.S. 
and M.S., Oklahoma State University; Ph.D., University 
of Houston.

Don Van (2001) Professor of Engineering and Department 
Chair. B.S. and M.S., University of Illinois; M.Sc. and 
Ph.D., New Jersey Institute of Technology; P.E., CEM.

Ray F. Van Neste (1997-98, 2001) Assistant Profess�Healla2nv6t  



Directory of corresponDence

PHONE NUMBER (Area Code 731)

661.5355 Academic Information—Provost

661.5139 Alumni Interests—Executive Director of Alumni Services

661.5090 Campus Activities and Recreation—Dean of Students

661.5204 Financial or Business Matters—Senior Vice President for Business and Financial Services

668.1818 General Information—Union Station

661.5496 Gifts, Bequests—Senior Vice President for Institutional Advancement

661.5062 Ministry Activities and Spiritual Emphases—Minister to the University

661.5204 Payment Plans—Senior Vice President for Business and Financial Services

661.5000 Prospective Student Information and Literature—Director of Enrollment Services

661.5040 Records and Transcripts—Registrar

661.5433 Residence Life—Director of Residence Life

Admission Requirements/Application Forms—by program at www.uu.edu


