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must supply a fingerprint sample and submit a criminal 
history records check by TBI prior to being placed in field 
experiences. Information available through the Office of 
Teacher Education.

Portfolio. The candidate must attend a LiveText 
workshop while enrolled in EDU 535 Portfolio Submission 
in the first semester of enrollment. A portfolio fee will 
be charged to the candidate’s account. The candidate 
will submit the portfolio in the first semester. The final 
portfolio will be submitted in student teaching or in 
Mentoring Seminar II. The Teacher Education Handbook, 
Vol. I is available in the portfolio template.

Appeals. The School of Education is charged with 
the responsibility to follow the established policies for 
admission to and completion of the TEP. The Teacher 
Education Committee, which includes representatives 
of the faculty from across the university, is the TEP 
coordinating and policy-making body for the unit and 
is responsible for assuring that the established policies 
are followed. If the student feels that established policy 
or practice is not being followed, the Teacher Education 
Committee should be contacted. The Teacher Education 
Committee is also the appeals committee for the TEP. All 
appeals for variance from established policy and practice 
should be presented in writing to the Dean of the College 
of Education and Human Studies. The Dean will consider 
whether the appeal may, within established policy, be 
granted. If the appeal has been denied by the Dean, the 
student may choose to direct the appeal to the Teacher 
Education Committee. The student should contact the 

chairman of the TEC and present the appeal in writing. 
After the TEC has considered the appeal, the student will 
be notified in writing of the committee’s determination.

Assessment of student outcomes. The candidate will 
submit part of the portfolio throughout the program. The 
portfolio will present evidence that the candidate has met 
performance standards in professional education as set by 
the TN Department of Education and based on INTASC 
standards. To be admitted to student teaching, students 
must acquire passing scores on all applicable portions 
of the Praxis II as determined by the Tennessee State 
Department of Education. The Praxis II should be taken 
at least one semester prior to the beginning of student 
teaching to assure receipt of passing scores.

Financial Information
In addition to tuition, a fee of $160 will be charged all 

students engaged in enhanced student teaching. This fee 
is used to meet part of the expenses of the cooperating 
teacher stipend and travel expenses incurred by the 
university supervisor.

A materials fee is also charged for student teaching and 
appropriate courses throughout the education curriculum 
and elsewhere in the university to cover costs directly 
related to the course or laboratory. Current materials fees 
are indicated in the “Financial Information” section of 
the Catalogue.

A portfolio fee of $150 will be charged to the student’s 
account when applicable.


