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The Honors Community

Director
Scott Huelin (2009). Director of the Honors Community 
and Associate Professor of English. B.A. and M.A., 
University of North Carolina; Ph.D., University of Chicago.

The Honors Community at Union University is a 
community of faculty and students committed to rigorously 
and resourcefully pursuing the truth in a variety of disciples 
as part of our larger calling to Christian discipleship.

The academic programs at the heart of the Honors 
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Course Offerings in Honors (HON)
( ) Hours Credit; F-Fall; W-Winter; S-Spring; Su-Summer

205A-B. Wisdom (6) F
Prerequisite: Admission to General Honors.
Wisdom has served, in many civilizations, as the highest 
goal of education. The Old Testament declares that 
wisdom “is more precious than jewels, and nothing you 
desire can compare with her” (Prov. 3:15). We will inquire 
after the nature of wisdom and seek the means of acquiring 
it, giving attention to biblical and extrabiblical literature 
as well as their historical contexts and their elaborations 
in subsequent traditions. We will reflect on the purpose 
and pursuit of contemporary higher education in light of 
wisdom and consider contemporary applications of these 
traditions. Exercises are aimed at developing various 
dimensions of wisdom within self. Due to the nature and 
purpose of this course as well as its improvement of student 
writing, it will satisfy the Gateway and ENG 111 in the 
General Core.  

215A-B. Beauty (6) S
Prerequisite: HON 205.  Pre- or Co-requisites:  HIS 101.
What exactly makes any particular person, poem, song or 
object beautiful? The nature of beauty will be explored 
through both theory and practice. Students will examine 
and produce beautiful things in various media, reflect on 
what makes them beautiful, and discuss the history of 
aesthetic theory—Eastern and Western, theological and 
secular—as a resource for answering these questions. The 
class will culminate in a gallery show involving both works 
of art and theoretically-informed reflections upon them. 
The content, along with improvement of student writing 
as a central concern, provides completion of the General 
Core requirements of ENG 112 and ART 210.

225A-B. Justice (6) F
Prerequisite:  HON 215.
While most agree that a healthy society should be based on 
justice, there has been little agreement as to what justice is. 
In this course, we will search for an adequate definition—
considering biblical and theological resources as well 
as philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, and 
Rawls—while looking closely at attempts to bring justice 
in particular communities and situations, both historical 
and contemporary. Includes service-learning work and 
reflection upon it. This course satisfies the General Core 
Social Science/Humanities requirement and, in light of 
the historical conflicts over justice, satisfies HIS 102.

235.  Creation (6) S
Prerequisite:  HON 225.


