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ColleGe of arTs and statement

The mission of the Department of Music of Union 
University is to offer studies in music for all students and to enrich the cultural environment of the University and community. This mission is in keeping with a traditional liberal arts education.

admission requirements for Majors
An audition is required for admission to the Department 

as a major in any of the programs and in consideration for music scholarship funds. Criteria for admission include (1) demonstrated potential in a performance area, (2) basic musicianship, including sightreading skills, and (3) a clear sense of purpose as reflected in an interview as part of the audition process. Examinations in the areas of basic theory will be administered for placement into the correct theory courses. Functional keyboard examinations will be given to non-keyboard majors for keyboard placement.
Freshmen admitted to the department may declare any 

of the majors except performance. Students who wish to pursue the performance program will petition the applied faculty at the board examination at the conclusion of the second semester of study. The applied faculty will assess the student’s achievement and potential and will admit the student to the performance major or recommend that the student choose another major within the department.
Transfer students with 8 or more hours in principal 

applied studies will register for MUS 250 during their first semester at Union. At the end of the semester, the student will perform a sophomore board examination to determine application of this course and future applied studies.

General regulations for students In The department of Music
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• B.A. Music Majors and B. Music Majors with an 
emphasis on Elective Studies outside the Music 
Department are required to complete 6 semesters of 
choral ensembles if voice principals or 6 semesters 
of instrumental ensembles if instrument principals. 
Keyboard principals are required to complete 2 
semesters of piano ensembles, 2 semesters of MUS 
230 and 2 semesters of any ensemble.

• Music Minors are required to complete 4 semesters 
of choral ensembles if voice principals or 4 
semesters of instrumental ensembles if instrumental 
principals. Keyboard principals are required to 
complete 1 semester of piano ensemble, 1 semester 
of MUS 230 and 2 semesters of any ensemble.

Curriculum
The Department offers majors leading to the Bachelor 

of Music 
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206. Singers Diction II (2) F
An introduction to pronunciation, application of rules for 
singing in French and German.

207. Vocal Methods II for Instrumental Music 
Education Majors (1) S
Prerequisite: MUS 205.
Sequel to Vocal Methods I.

211. Music Theory III (3) F
Prerequisite: MUS 112.
Continuation of MUS 112. Chromaticism and associated 
harmonic constructions for the dominant-function 
and pre-dominant-function type, secondary functions, 
modulation techniques, and modal mixture. 

212. Music Theory IV (3) S
Prerequisite: MUS 211.
Comprehensive study of advanced chromatic harmony in 
tonal music of the Common Practice Period. The gradual 
dissolution of the tonal system and an introduction to basic 
20th century compositional practices will be included with 
the mastery of elementary analytical skills, effective and 
articulate communication of theoretical ideas, and formal 
analytical discovery. 

215. Service Playing I (1) F
A course designed to assist organists in the building of a 
worship service; hymn, anthem, and solo accompanying; 
and modulation.

216. Music Appreciation (3) F
Musical trends throughout the world and the ages. 
Included: contemporary music for all types as well as art/
classical music and music of other cultures. For non-music 
majors only.

219. Service Playing II (2) S
Prerequisite: MUS 215.
Advanced service playing skills including oratorio 
accompaniment and figured bass playing. 

220. Survey of Music Literature (3) S
Prerequisite: MUS 112.
Introduction to the historical styles of music through 
listening and score-reading to build a working knowledge 
of a basic music repertory through listening and score 
study. Attendance at and review of music performances 
will be required. 

224. Foundations in Church Music (3) S—Even Years
Biblical, theological, and philosophical foundations 
for music ministry, including studies in historical and 
contemporary Christian worship and practical aspects: 
time management, staff relations, budgeting and training 
of volunteer leaders in the church program. Requires field 
observation (30 hours) in a local church music program.

237. String Methods (1) S—Odd Years
A class of string instruments is conducted as an 
introduction to the teaching of stringed instruments.

238. Woodwind Methods (1) F—Odd Years
A class in the fundamental concepts of teaching and 
playing the clarinet and saxophone. Emphasis is on the 
methods for teaching beginning school band programs.

241. Brass Methods (1) F—Even Years
A class in low brass instruments is conducted as an 
introduction to the teaching and playing techniques used 
in class teaching.

242. Percussion Methods (1) S—Even Years
A class in percussion instruments conducted as an 
introduction to the teaching of the instruments in this family.

301. Computer Music Sequencing (2) W
An introduction to music sequencing using computer 
sequencing programs and MIDI controlled synthesizers.

302. Technology for Musicians (3) F
Through study and laboratory experience, students 
become familiar with the capabilities of technology 
as they relate to composition, performance, analysis, 
teaching, and research. Review of basics of computer use: 
word processing, databases, spreadsheets, presentation 
software, desktop publishing, and Internet access as well as 
music sequencing, notation, improvisation, performance 
software, and music education software.

311. Conducting I (2) F
Prerequisite: MUS 211 or consent of instructor.
An introductory study of the grammar of conducting 
aimed at developing a usable repertoire of basic conducting 
patterns and styles. Techniques of conducting with and 
without the baton are included. 

312. Conducting II (Choral) (2) S
A continuation of MUS 311 with an emphasis on applying 
the grammar of conducting to a choral setting. The course 
will introduce elements of choral rehearsal techniques but will 
focus on gaining increasing proficiency in conducting skills 
that are necessary for clear communication with the choir.

313. Elementary Music Methods & Materials (3) S
Methods and materials for teaching children music in 
grades kindergarten through six. Includes demonstration 
and observation of teaching at this level. Designed 
primarily for the music education major, this course 
involves study of a well-balanced program of singing, 
listening, rhythmic, creative, and instrumental activities.

314. Conducting II (Instrumental) (2) S
A continuation of MUS 311 with an emphasis on applying 
the grammar of conducting to an instrumental setting. 
The course will introduce elements of instrumental 
rehearsal techniques but will focus on gaining increasing 
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316. History of Music II (3) S
Prerequisite: MUS 315.
Survey of music from the late Baroque to the present day, 
with emphasis on the changing styles and forms of music 
through the study of compositions, composers, treatises, 
instruments, and performance practices. Extensive use of 
recordings and listening. 

317. Form and Analysis (2) F
Prerequisite: MUS 212.
A comprehensive study of single movement forms drawn 
from a variety of musical periods. The ability to articulate 
musical ideas in both oral and written contexts will be the 
primary goal of this course. 

318. Seminar in Form and Analysis (2) S
Prerequisite: MUS 317.



90

m




