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College of Arts and Sciences

Department of Sociology & 
Family Studies

Faculty
Randall W. Phillips (2004). Director of Research and 
Associate Professor of Family Studies. B.S., Union Uni-
versity; M.A., Phillips Graduate Institute; Ph.D., Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale.

Roman Williams (2010). Assistant Professor of Sociology.  

principles in human relations, the role of custom and 

group psychology in collective behavior, the structure of 

society, the problems of group living, and the tendencies 

toward the improvement or the disintegration of 

society. Courses are designed to present both a practical 

and a scientific analysis of human relationships in the 

various areas of social life.
A.	Core required of all SOC majors—18 hours

1.	SOC 211, 317, 417, 418, 422
2.	SOC 310 or 419

B.	 Concentration, select one:

1.	 General Sociology—15 hours
a.	 SOC 498
b.	SOC Elective Hours—12

2.	
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Assessment of Majors
Sociology majors round out their program with SOC 

498: Senior Capstone Seminar. Senior Sociology students 
engage in original research which draws upon theoretical 
knowledge acquired in SOC 417 and research methodology 
gained in SOC 422. A major original research and oral 
presentation are the cumulative outcomes of the Sociology 
major.

The capstone experience for Family Studies students 
is found in SOC 411: Internship. In this course students 
are given the opportunity to apply knowledge from their 
coursework, clarify their own professional objectives, and 
gain professional experience in an approved community 
agency. Family Studies students complete a substantive 
term paper and senior portfolio in the Internship.

Student Organizations
Pi Gamma Mu, national social science honor society, 

seeks to improve scholarship in social studies; to inspire 
service to humanity by an intelligent approach to the 
solution of social problems; and to engender sympathy 
towards others with different opinions and institutions. 
Students who have completed 20 hours of social science 
with a "B" average or above are eligible for membership.

Sociologists in Motion offers Sociology, Family 
Studies and Human Studies majors/minors opportunities 
for fellowship, sociological networking, and to guide 
individuals in the field; to open the field of Sociology to 
prospective students; and to demonstrate Christian love 
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333. Parent-Child Relations (3) S
Prerequisite: SOC 211.
Social and historical context of parent-child interaction 
over the life course; analysis of theories, research and 
educational programs; socialization into the family; 
examination of parenting as a developmental process. 
Overview of the parenting process in diverse cultural and 
familial structures. Current issues in child rearing.

355. Cultural Anthropology (3) F—Odd Years
Prerequisite: SOC 211.
A study of humanity, biologically and culturally, including 
its origins, changes, and present-day manifestations 
utilizing a cross-cultural approach. Topics: language, 
food gathering, kinship, social stratifications; economic, 
political, religious structures.

370. Gender and Sexuality (3) S
Prerequisite: SOC 211. Reciprocal credit: SW 370.
Gender and sexuality in American society and cross-
culturally with consideration to the role of gender 
in structuring identity, male/female interaction, and 
constraining or expanding opportunities. Topics: Sexual 
development, function and dysfunction, cultural and 
socio-psychological issues, and Christian, ethical and 
moral responses.

411. Internship (3) S
Prerequisites: 21 SOC hours including 417 or 425; 422; 
and departmental approval.
A field situation in a community agency. Supervision will 
be provided by the agency and department. A journal and 
substantive term paper are required. 

417. The History of Social Thought (3) S
Prerequisites: 6 hours of SOC including SOC 211.
The origin and development of social thought with an 
emphasis on contemporary social theory. 

418. Social Psychology (3) F
Prerequisites: SOC 211, PSY 213. Reciprocal credit: PSY 
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320. Juvenile Delinquency (3) S
Prerequisites: SOC 211 and CRJ/SOC 250. Reciprocal 
credit: SOC 320.
An examination of theories and research concerning 
juvenile delinquency, the processing of juvenile offenders, 
and social factors influencing delinquency.

325. Corrections (3) S
Prerequisites: SOC 211 and CRJ/SOC 250
An examination of the correctional system, incarceration, 
alternatives to incarceration and some of the controversial 
issues involving corrections in the United States.

330. Criminal Investigation (3) F
Prerequisites: SOC 211 and CRJ/SOC 250
An analysis of methods of investigation of felony crimes. 
Techniques of crime scene analysis, interrogation and 
other investigative techniques are emphasized.

335. Prevention and Deterrence (3) F
Prerequisites: SOC 211 and CRJ/SOC 250
A survey of procedures and materials used by the private 
and public sectors in providing site security and crime 
prevention.

410. Criminal Justice Administration (3) F
Prerequisites: SOC 211 and CRJ/SOC 250
An examination of the organization, duties and 
responsibilities of criminal justice agencies with emphasis 
on police agencies (local, state, and federal).

Available in all prefixes:

179-279-379-479. External Domestic Study 
Programs (1-3) As Needed
All courses and their applications must be defined and 
approved prior to registering.

180-280-380-480. Study Abroad Programs (1-4) As 
Needed


