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Student Life

The following is a brief description of campus life at 
Union University and the various organizations that 
contribute to its unique community. A more complete list of 
campus organizations and fuller explanation of their purpose 
and function is presented in the Campus Life Handbook.

Barefoots Joe 
Barefoots Joe, a coffeehouse and venue, offers the campus 

a place for conversation, exchange of ideas, and appreciation 
of the arts. We are proud to offer superior quality coffee that 
is roasted locally and whose returns provide support for 
people in some of the poorest parts of the world, particularly 
coffee growing regions. As a venue, Barefoots Joe seeks to 
provide co-curricular events that encourage thoughtful 
interaction with mediums often reserved for entertainment 
only. Students are invited to enjoy music, film and art from 
artists whose work is artistically excellent, influential in 
culture and appropriate to the context of our university.

Career Services
The Career Services staff assists students needing 

guidance in defining their academic major/career goals 
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information in educational records. More information 
about FERPA can be obtained from the Registrar. Official 
student academic records, supporting documents, and 
other student files shall be maintained, only by members 
of the University staff employed for that purpose, in 
separate files:
•	 Academic records, supporting documents and general 

education records—maintained by the Academic 
Center, academic departments and advisors

•	 Records of discipline proceeding—maintained by the 
Student Services Office

•	 Financial records—maintained by the Business Office
•	 Medical records—maintained by the Health Services 

Office (governed also by HIPPA)
•	 Admissions records—maintained by the Admissions 

Office
•	 Financial aid records—maintained by the Financial 

Aid Office
Directory information (student’s name, address 

including email address, telephone number, date and place 
of birth, photograph, academic major, class schedule, dates 
of attendance, degrees and awards received, and most 
recent previous educational institution attended) may be 
made public by the University unless a student requests to 
the Academic Center in writing that it be released only 
upon his/her consent.

Records Not Available for Student 
Inspection
•	 Records of instructional, supervisory and administrative 

personnel which are in the sole possession of the maker 
thereof, and which are not accessible to others

•	 Records created or maintained by a physician, 
psychiatrist, psychologist, or other recognized 
professional or paraprofessional which are used only in 
connection with the provisions of treatment of a student 
and are not available to persons other than those 
providing such treatment (governed also by HIPPA)

•	 Financial records of students’ parents
•	 Evaluations for which a student has waived his/her right 

of inspection

Counseling Services
The services of a full-time licensed psychologist are 

available at no charge to students with personal or 
emotional concerns. Walk-ins are accepted based on the 
availability of the counselor, or students may make an 
appointment. Upon referral by the Director of Counseling 
Services or the Dean of Students, students may also 
receive limited services from the psychological services 
provider under contract in the community. Consultation 
is provided in making referrals to special agencies upon 
request. The Director also serves as the primary contact 
for students with disabilities.

Academic counseling is administered through several 
avenues. Each student is assigned a Faculty Advisor in 
accordance with their intended major/vocational goal. 
Students undecided about their major are assigned 
temporarily to the Office of Academic Services. GPA 
counseling can be sought from the Office of Academic 

Services and through the Academic Center. The junior/
senior student is required to have at least one counseling 
appointment with a degree auditor to focus on the 
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Regulations
Union University students are expected at all times to 

represent the University and the Christian community 
appropriately. Regulations regarding these expectations, 
student life as a whole and more particularly resident 
student life are found in detail in the Campus Life Handbook. 

The President, the Provost, and the Dean of Students 
of the University are charged with the administration of 
discipline through the judicial system. They are empowered 
to rule in any irregularity pertaining to student life and 
impose redemptive discipline for community values 
violations as expressed in the Campus Life Handbook. The 
judicial system and the grievance and appeal system are 
described in detail in that same publication.

Social Fraternities And Sororities
Union has six national social fraternities and sororities: 

Alpha Tau Omega, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Lambda Chi 
Alpha for men, Chi Omega, Zeta Tau Alpha, and Kappa 
Delta for women. Under the supervision of the University 
administration, these organizations host their own special 
activities and functions.

Student Government Association 
The SGA, composed of all students enrolled in Union 

University, functions through its executive, legislative and 
judicial branches. Its elected officers and representatives 
serve as the official voice of the students in institutional 
affairs. The SGA seeks to foster University unity, promote 
student welfare and provide student programs, activities and 
services designed to meet the needs and interest of students.

Student Activities Council 
The Student Activities Council promotes community 

on campus by providing entertaining activities and various 
opportunities for campus involvement.  Traditional events 
include Variety Show, Midnight Movies, Carl Perkins 
Christmas Party, Homecoming Concert, Movie on the 
Lawn, Freshman Gameshow and Be Our Guest.

Student Publications

The Cardinal and Cream
The Cardinal and Cream, official student newspaper of 

Union University, is published every two weeks in the 
Fall and Spring Semester by students of Union University, 
under the guidance of a journalism faculty advisor. The 
newspaper serves as a learning laboratory primarily for 
journalism students, but participation is open to all.

The Torch
The Torch is a literary and art annual published under 

the direction of student editors and an English Department 
advisor. Student writings and art works are selected by the 
student editors from presentations in the normal course of 


