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2012-2013

PERSONNEL

( ) Date of Employment

Of�ce of the President
Administrative Of�ce
David S. Dockery (1996) President and University 
Professor of Christian Thought and Tradition. B.S., 
University of Alabama at Birmingham; M.Div., Grace 
Theological Seminary; M.Div., Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; M.A., Texas Christian University; 
Ph.D., University of Texas at Arlington; Additional study, 
Drew University.

Cindy Meredith (1996) Executive Assistant to the 
President.

Melanie Rickman (1998) Executive Secretary to the 
President.

Spiritual Life / Campus Ministries
Gregory A. Thornbury (1999) Vice President for Spiritual 
Life, Dean of the School of Theology and Missions and 
Associate Professor of Philosophy. B.A., Messiah College; 
M.Div. and Ph.D., Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; 
Additional study, Oxford University.

Taylor Worley (2008) Associate Dean for Spiritual Life 
and Assistant Professor of Christian Thought and Tradition. 
B.A., Union University; M.Div., The Southern Baptist 
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Information Technology
James R. Avery, Jr. (2010) Associate Vice President for 
Information Technology. 

John David Barham (1984) Director of Portal Services. 
B.S., Union University; M.S., Georgia Institute of 
Technology.

Karen McWherter (1981) Director of Enterprise 
Information Systems. B.S., Union University.

Michael Hale (2001) Director of Client Service and 
Support.

Donald Dean (2008) Director of Infrastructure Support 
Services.

Leland Lyerla (2006) Coordinator of Instructional 
Technology and Campus Media. B.S., Southern Illinois 
University.

Robin Navel (2000) eLearning Instruction Designer. 
B.S.E., and M.Ed., University of Memphis.

Curt Parish (1992) Senior Network Engineer. B.S., Union 
University.

Morris George (2007) PC Support Specialist.
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Elle Simmons (2011) Residence Director—Heritage 
Complex. B.A., Baylor University.

Chanel Watson (2011) Residence Life Secretary. 
B.S.B.A., Union University. 

Safety and Security
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Robin Scott (2010) Director of the M.U.Ed.—
Germantown and Associate Professor of Education. B.S., 
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College of Arts and Sciences
Hunter Baker (2010) Acting Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences and Associate Professor of Political Science. 
B.S., Florida State University; M.P.A., University of Georgia; 
J.D., University of Houston Law Center; Ph.D., Baylor 
University.

George Moss (2009) Assistant Dean of Arts and Sciences 
and Associate Professor of Mathematics.  B.S., Auburn 
University; Ph.D., Virginia Technological University.

William Nettles (2006) Associate Dean of Arts and 
Sciences, Professor of Physics and Department Chair. B.S., 
Mississippi College; M.S., and Ph.D., Vanderbilt University

Suzanne Nadaskay (1997) Administrative Assistant to 
the Vice President for Academic Administration and the 
Dean. A.A., Southern Arkansas.

Kendra BeDen (2009) Academic Secretary —Honors 
Community, Gateway, History, and Political Science.  

Susan Bolyard (2007) Academic Secretary—Psychology 
and Business Administration

Sandra K. Currin (2009) Music Secretary.

Angela McDaniel (2005) Academic Secretary—Art. 
B.A., Union University.

Kiezha Ferrell (2011) Academic Secretary – Biology and 
Chemistry. B.A., Austin Peay State University.

Christine Rowland (2006) Academic Secretary— 
Engineering, Physics, Math, and Computer Science.

Jan Shultz (2011) Academic Secretary.

Pam Whitnel l (2011) Academic Secretary—
Communication Arts. B.S., Middle Tennessee University; 
M.B.A., Union University.

Giley Wright (2004) Chemistry and Physics Stockroom 
Coordinator. B.S., Union University.

McAfee School of Business 
Administration
R. Keith Absher (2004) Dean of the McAfee School 
of Business Administration and Professor of Marketing. 
B.A. and M.B.A., Jacksonville State University. M.A.S., 
University of Alabama-Huntsville; Ph.D., University of 
Arkansas; Additional study, Harvard University.

William R. Nance, Jr. (2000) Associate Dean of the 
McAfee School of Business Administration and Associate 
Professor of Management. B.S., Regis University; M.B.A., 
Union University; D.B.A., Nova Southeastern University.

C. Steven Arendall (1990) Director, M.B.A. Germantown 
and Professor of Management. B.B.A. and M.B.A., University 
of Memphis; Ph.D., University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Karen C. Miller (1997). Director of Academic Research  
and Professor of Accounting. B.S.B.A., Freed-Hardeman 
University; M.Ac., University of Tennessee at Martin; 
Ph.D., University of Mississippi; C.P.A.

Tom Proctor (1996). Coordinator of Accounting,  
Director of Accreditation, and Professor of Accounting. 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Martin; M.B.A., M.S., 
and Ph.D., University of Memphis; C.M.A.; Additional 
Study, Marquarie University.

Judy Leforgee (1986) Administrative Assistant to the Dean.

Luanne Powell (1984-87; 1999) M.B.A. and P.P.A. 
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Darla Hall  (2010) Coordinator, M.A.Ed. Program, 
Germantown.

Marcia Joyner (2011) Secretary, College of Education 
and Human Studies.

Kim McNeil (2008) Coordinator, MSW Program, Social 
Work.

Brenda Morris (2009) Assistant Licensing Officer—
Teacher Education.  

Cindy Shirley (1998) Director of Credit for Prior Learning 
and Testing. B.S., and M.A., Trevecca Nazarene University.

Melinda Stewart (2007) Coordinator of Continuing 
Studies—Jackson.

Patti Todd (1996) Program Coordinator—Teacher 
Education Program and Secretary, School of Education. 
B.S.O.L., Union University.

Christy Wyatt (1998) Coordinator, Graduate Studies in 
Education.

School of Nursing
Timothy Smith (2005) Dean of the School of Nursing 
and Professor of Nursing. Diploma, Baptist College for 
the Health Sciences; B.S.N., University of Memphis; 
Diploma in Anesthesia, University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville Graduate School of Medicine; M.S.N. and 
Ph.D., University of Tennessee Health Sciences Center.

Elsie Cressman (1998) Coordinator of Nurse Anesthesia 
Track.

Rita Croom (2010) Director of Business Development 
and Marketing for Center of Excellence in Health Care 
Practice. B.S.O.L., Union University.

Charlotte Harris (2007) Administrative Assistant. 

Paula Karnes (2003) Coordinator, Undergraduate 
Nursing Program. B.S., University of Tennessee at Martin.

Sherrie Turner (2010) Simulation Specialist.

Wendy Williams (2010) Nursing Admissions Assistant.

School of Pharmacy
Sheila Mitchell (2007). Dean of the School of Pharmacy.  
B.S. and Pharm.D., University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center.

George DeMaagd (2008) Associate Dean of Academic 
Administration and Professor of Pharmacy.  B.S., Western 
Michigan University; Pharm.D., University of Michigan.

Kim Madewell Jones (2007). Assistant Dean of Student 
Services and Assistant Professor of Pharmacy. B.S., Middle 
Tennessee State University; Pharm.D., University of 
Tennessee.

David Kuhl (2008) Baptist Memorial Health Care 
Professor of Pharmacy. B.S., Kearney State College; 
Pharm.D., University of Nebraska Medical Center.

Mark Stephens (2007) Director of Experiential Education 
and Associate Professor of Pharmacy. B.S. and Pharm.D., 
University of Tennessee.

Rita Conaway (2011) Administrative Assistant to the 
Dean.

Aven Humphreys (2010) Director of Pharmacy Outreach. 
B.A., Harding University.

Laura Beth Ladymon (2008) Experiential Education 
Coordinator.

Krist ina Martin  (2010) Pharmacy Admissions 
Coordinator. B.S., Murray State University.

School of Theology and Missions
Gregory A. Thornbury (1999) Dean of the School 
of Theology and Missions, Vice President for Spiritual 
Life and Professor of Philosophy. B.A., Messiah College; 
M.Div. and Ph.D., Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary; Additional study, Oxford University.

James A. Patterson (1999) Associate Dean of the School 
of Theology and Missions and University Professor 
of Christian Thought and Tradition. B.A., Rutgers 
University; M.Div., Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary; Ph.D., Princeton Theological Seminary.

Taylor Worley (2008) Associate Dean for Spiritual 
Life and Assistant Professor of Christian Thought and 
Tradition. B.A., Union University; M.Div., The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary; Ph.D., University of St. 
Andrews.

Brian Denker (2009) Assistant to the Director, R.C. Ryan 
Center. B.A., Union University.

Christy Young (2006) Administrative Assistant to the 
School of Theology and Missions and Coordinator of 
Special Programs. B.S.O.L. and M.B.A., Union University.

Marianna Dusenberry (2009) Secretary. B.S., Meredith 
College.

Of�ce of University Relations
Administrative Of�ce
Jerry N. Tidwell (2007) Senior Vice President for 
University Relations and Athletics, Assistant Professor 
of Pastoral Ministry, and Director of the R.G. Lee Center.  
B.S., University of North Alabama; M.Div. and D.Min., 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Larry Vaughan (2007) Assistant to the Senior Vice 
President for University Relations.

Sally Blanton (2008) Staff Assistant and Receptionist.

Jan Boud (2011) Assistant to the President for Constituent 
Relations. B.M., University of Louisville.
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Of�ce of Undergraduate Admissions
Robert Graves (1989) Assistant Vice President for 
Undergraduate Admissions. B.S. and M.Ed., Union 
University.

John Windham (1999) Director of Recruiting Operations. 
B.A. and M.B.A., Union University.

Amy Austin  (2010) Enrollment Counselor. B.A., Union 
University.

Sheri Barden (1997) Enrollment Systems Project 
Manager and Data Coordinator.

William Brantley (2011) Enrollment Counselor. B.A., 
Union University.

Courtney Clarke (2010) Special Events/Visit Coordinator. 
B.A., Union University.

Ericka King (2012) Enrollment Counselor. B.A., Union 

B.A., Union Univers3. 

(2010) Spe 724.,(1997) Enrollment Systems Proj4cka KingB.A., Union Univers4ty.




