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SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MISSIONS

Purpose Statement
The Doctor of Ministry with an Emphasis in Expository 

Preaching is designed to enhance the art and practice 
of expository preaching. The Doctor of Ministry with 
an emphasis in Leadership is offered on the Singapore 
Campus only.

Program Outcomes (Olford Center)
• Deeper understanding of the nature and purpose 

of expository preaching, informed by a biblical, 
theological, and practical study of expository preaching

• Advanced competency in the preparation and delivery 
of expository sermons

• Demonstrable research skills evidenced by a fresh 
contribution to the praxis of expository preaching 
through a doctoral dissertation or project

• Expertise in advancing the ministry and practice of 
expository preaching

• Professional growth in related ministry dimensions 
such as personal spiritual formation, biblically balanced 
ministry, church renewal and revival, and evangelism 
and global missions

• Greater personal spiritual maturity through an increased 
love for God, Scripture, persons, and expository preaching

Program Outcomes (Singapore)
• Deeper understanding of the nature and purpose of 

expository preaching or biblical leadership
• Advanced competency in the preparation and delivery 

of expository sermons
• Advanced competency in biblical leadership
• Demonstrable research skills in expository preaching 

or biblical leadership through a doctoral dissertation 
or project

• Expertise in advancing the ministry and practice of 
expository preaching or biblical leadership

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY

• Professional growth in related ministry dimensions 
such as personal spiritual formation, biblically balanced 
ministry, church renewal and revival, and evangelism 
and global missions

• Greater personal spiritual maturity through an increased 
love for God, Scripture, persons, expository preaching, 
and biblical leadership

Calendar (Olford Center)
The Doctor of Ministry is delivered in two semesters 

per year. All seminars are delivered on site at the Stephen 
Olford Center. Seminars will require pre-seminar 
assignments. The student begins the program with the 
Summer/Fall Semester by enrolling in the July Seminar(s). 
Seminar 1 will meet Monday through Friday of the 
second week, beginning the second Monday following 
July 5, and Seminar 2 will meet Monday through Friday 
of the third week, beginning the third Monday following 



101

T
H

E
O

L
O

G
Y

 A
N

D
 M

IS
S
IO

N
S

Academic Foundation
The standard academic preparation for the Union 

University Doctor of Ministry is a Master of Divinity 
from a regionally accredited seminary, university, 
graduate school of religion, or divinity school. (These 
are collectively referred to below as “accredited graduate 
divinity schools.”) Preference is given to applicants whose 
master’s work includes at least 6 semester hours of biblical 
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620. Ministry Research Seminar (3) Winter
Prerequisite: DMIN 610.
An introduction to methods of research necessary for 
completion of the DMinEP dissertation or project.

624. Missions, Evangelism, and Ministry (3) Spring
An in-depth examination of the mission of the church 
emphasizing evangelism and ministry.

625. Sermon Content and Delivery (3) Winter
Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.
Aspects of sermon content will be studied with a view to 
improving message content. Also, there will be an analysis 
and assessment of the dynamics of communication in 
relations to the practice of expository preaching. Biblical 
principles related to communication will be explored, as 
well as contemporary theory and models.

629. Strategic Planning (3) Spring
A workshop on the strategic planning process in the 
context of ministry with a biblical and theological critique.

630. Expository Preaching and New Testament Texts 
(3) Summer
Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.
An in-depth study of the genres of literature in the New 
Testament, focusing on hermeneutical and homiletical 
issues related to preparing expository messages from the 
New Testament.

635. Expository Preaching  and Old Testament Texts 
(3) Winter
Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.
An in-depth study of the genres of literature in the Old 
Testament, focusing on hermeneutical and homiletical 
issues related to preparing expository messages from the 
Old Testament.

636. Spiritual Formation of the Minister (3) Fall
An in-depth examination of the relationship between 
personal spiritual development and pastoral ministry.

639. Spiritual Formation of the Congregation (3) 
An in-depth examination of the spiritual development of 
a congregation in the areas of ethics, crises, and conflicts.

640. Expository Preaching and Evangelism (3) 
Winter
Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.
A consideration of how preaching engages culture and the 
world. Focuses on the dynamics of evangelistic preaching 
and preaching cross-culturally.

800. Project and Dissertation (3 each) Winter and 
Summer
Prerequisite: Successful completion of all nine DMIN 
seminars and permission of the Doctor of Ministry Program 
Director.
The writing of an original dissertation that contributes 
significantly to the praxis of expository preaching or 
ministry leadership.

Other Variable Credit and 
Variable Content Courses
655. Independent Study (1-3)
Individual research and study under the guidance of a 
Doctor of Ministry in Expository Preaching professor.


