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DOCTOR OF PHARMACY

Available on the Jackson Campus

Union University’s Doctor of Pharmacy program is 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE, www.acpe-accredit.org), the national 
organization that accredits Doctor of Pharmacy programs 
offered by Colleges and Schools of Pharmacy in the United 
States and selected non-U.S. sites. Questions about the 
status of the University’s accreditation may be posed to the 
Dean of the School of Pharmacy’s office (731.661.5958) 
or to ACPE (312.664.4652).

Mission Statement
The mission of the Union University School of Pharmacy 

is to develop compassionate, comprehensively trained 
practitioners who are equipped to meet the immediate and 
future demands of pharmaceutical science and patient care 
in an ever changing health care environment.

The vision of the Union University School of Pharmacy is to:
•	 Promote an excellence-driven academic culture 

that instills knowledge and advances understanding 
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Progression of Students
A period of academic probation includes the semester 

immediately following successful completion or successful 
remediation of the deficient course.  The student will 
be notified by the Academic Standing and Progression 
Review (ASPR) subcommittee when the academic 
probationary period ends.  Each semester that the student 
meets conditions for probation will count as a separate 
probationary period.  Academic probation will be imposed 
upon a student when the student’s academic performance 
meets any of the following conditions:

1.	The cumulative grade point average earned at 
the conclusion of any semester, including the first 
semester, is less than 2.33.

2.	The grade point average earned for any one 
semester is less than 2.00.

3.	
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6.	Both course grades will appear on the transcript 
and will be used in calculation of the student’s 
cumulative grade point average. Academic 
standards are in place and failure a second time in 
the course(s) may have serious consequences and 
may result in dismissal from the program. 

7.	Remediation is not a guaranteed right of the 
student and should be regarded as a privilege, 
which must be earned by a student through 
active participation in the educational program 
as demonstrated by regular class attendance, 
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Course Descriptions: Biology (BIO)
505. Applied Anatomy & Physiology I (3)
An intensive examination of the human body that 
addresses the normal complex physiological processes 
of the cell, fluids and electrolytes, acid-base balance, 
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712. Oncology (2)
Elective course to provide students advanced exposure to 
oncology building on topics in PHRM 761. Students are 
introduced to different malignant disease states and their 
common chemotherapeutics regimens, the principles of 
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732. Introduction to Medicinal Chemistry Research (2)
In this introductory experience, students will work 
with faculty to develop skills in computer-aided design 
of novel drug structures for specific therapeutic targets 
and in the laboratory to synthesize various structures for 
pharmacological testing and evaluation.

733. Pharmaceutics I (4)
An introduction to the scientific principles and regulatory 
issues of pharmaceutical dosage form and delivery system 
design, compounding, and use. An emphasis will be placed 
on solid dosage forms including powders, tables, and capsules, 
as well as the biopharmaceutical principles of bioavailability 
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751. Pharmacotherapy IV (3)
Drug therapy management of diseases and conditions 
associated with specific organ systems and will enable 
students to apply knowledge of pathology, pathophysiology, 
diagnosis, clinical presentation, classification, goals 
of therapy, non-pharmacotherapy, pharmacotherapy, 
considerations for special populations, and patient 
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762.  Infection Disease (2) F, S
This course is designed strengthen the student’s knowledge 
of infectious disease topics with emphasis on application 
of primary research and current guidelines in various 
disease states.  The course will utilize group discussion 
of primary literature including reviews, guidelines and 
primary research articles on selected topics in the area 
of infectious disease therapeutics. Students will also give 
presentations on other related topics that will extend their 
knowledge beyond that provided in previous coursework.

765. Pharmacoeconomics and Health Systems 
Management (2)
Concepts and theories of pharmacoeconomics and human 
resource management in all pharmacy practice settings:  
planning, implementation, and analysis processes as 
related to personnel along with fiscal management at the 
systems, pharmacy and patient level.

766. Patient Assessment and Interviewing (2)
Hands-on opportunity for students to apply concepts 
of physical assessment and interviewing in a clinical 
laboratory environment.  Students will be able to assess 
response to drug therapy by a combination of physical 
assessment and provide-patient communication.

767. Applied Therapeutics with Simulation I (1)
768. Applied Therapeutics with Simulation II (1)
An introduction to the concepts of pharmaceutical care 
providing direct patient contact. Graded pass/fail.

770. Pharmacokinetic Principles and Application (4)
This course introduces pharmacokinetic principles and 
therapeutic drug monitoring. Students will gain an 
understanding of the absorption, distribution, metabolism 
and elimination of drugs, focusing on quantitative 
aspects of these processes. Pharmacodynamic and clinical 
implications will be explored, including how to formulate 
appropriate dosing regimens based on patient specific 
physiological and environmental factors. Pharmacokinetic 
variability caused by differences in intrinsic and extrinsic 
factors will be discussed. Didactic course work will be 
further emphasized via clinical cases in a laboratory setting.   

771. Critical Review of Drugs (2)
Designed to strengthen student’s knowledge of common 
critical care with emphasis on application of primary 
research in various disease states, the course will utilize 
group discussion of literature including reviews, guidelines 
and primary research articles on selected topics in the area 
of critical care therapeutics. Includes student presentations 
to extend their knowledge.

772. Literature Evaluation / Landmark Trials (2)
Building on the principles introduced in PHRM 723, 
this course trains students in the interpretation and 
critical analysis of biomedical literature for the purpose 
of developing evidence-based care recommendations for 
a given patient or patient population.

779. External Domestic Study Programs (1-4)
All courses and application to the program must be 
defined prior to travel.
780. Study Abroad Programs (1-4)
All courses and application to the program must be defined 
prior to travel.

785. Special Studies in Pharmacy (1-6)
Group studies which do not appear in the School course 
offerings.  Content will be determined by need.

795. Independent Study in Pharmacy (1-3)
Individual research and study under the guidance of a 
pharmacy faculty member.

Advanced Pharmacy Practice 
Experience (APPE)
700. Advanced Institutional Practice (4)
A required course designed to offer the student advanced 
experience in an institutional pharmacy practice setting. 
Students will be expected to apply knowledge and 
skills learned during the experience and previously in 
the curriculum in order to accurately and efficiently 
fill prescription orders; comply with state and federal 
laws as well as regulations from accrediting agencies; 
collect patient specific information for the development 
of an evidence-based treatment plan; respond to drug 
information questions; communicate effectively (orally 
and in writing) with patients, caregivers, and other health 
professionals; and conduct themselves in a professional 
manner.

710. Advanced Community Practice (4 each)
Two APPEs in this section are required courses, 710A 
and 710B. Additional courses can be taken as elective 
courses. All are designed to offer the student advanced 
experience in various community pharmacy practice 
settings. Students will be expected to apply knowledge 
and skills learned during the experience and previously 
in the curriculum in order to accurately and efficiently fill 
prescription orders, collect patient specific information 
for medication therapy management; respond to drug 
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730. Acute Care Pharmacy Practice (4) 
One Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experience (APPE) 
from this section is required. Additional courses in this 
section may be taken as elective courses. These courses 
are designed to offer the student advanced experience in 
acute care pharmacy practice settings. Students will be 
expected to apply knowledge and skills learned during 
the experience and previously in the curriculum in order 
to accurately and efficiently communicate with patients, 
caregivers, and health care professionals; collect and 
analyze patient information for the development of an 
evidence-based treatment plans in the acute care setting; 
respond to drug information questions; and conduct 
themselves in a professional manner. 

740. Practice Management (4 each)
These Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences (APPEs) 
are elective courses designed to offer the student advanced 
experience in the management of pharmacy practice 
in various settings. Students will be expected to apply 
knowledge and skills learned during the experience and 
previously in the curriculum in order to manage inventory, 
contracts, reimbursement, information, risk, and human 
resources; including scheduling, salaries, and performance 
evaluations. 
 740A.  Institutional Practice Management
 740B.  Community Practice Management

750. Specialty Pharmacy Practice  (4 each)
These Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences 
(APPEs) are elective courses designed to offer the student 
advanced experience in specialty pharmacy practice 
settings. Students will be expected to apply knowledge 
and skills learned during the experience and previously 
in the curriculum in order to accurately and efficiently 
communicate with patients, caregivers, and health care 
professionals; collect and analyze patient information for 
the development of an evidence-based treatment plans 
in the various practice settings, including home-bound 
patients, residents of nursing homes or other long-term 
stay facilities; respond to drug information questions; and 
conduct themselves in a professional manner. 
 750A.  Home Infusion
 750B.  Long Term Care
 750C.  Managed Care
 750D.  Sterile Products
 750E.  Pharmaceutical Industry/Medical Affairs

760. Drug Information (4 each)
This Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experience (APPE) is 
an elective course designed to offer the student advanced 
experience in the provision of drug information. Students 
will be expected to apply knowledge and skills learned 
during the experience and previously in the curriculum in 
order to completely define the specific drug information 
question, use appropriate resources to efficiently and 
accurately research drug information questions, respond 
to drug information questions in a professional manner, 
communicate effectively with patients and health care 
providers, and conduct themselves in a professional manner.

770. Pharmacy Research (4 each)
These Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences 
(APPEs) are elective courses designed to offer the student 
experience in conducting scientific research in a particular 
discipline. Students interested in completing any of these 
courses should consult with the course coordinator prior 
to registration. 
 770A.  Drug Design and Synthesis
 770B.  Pharmacology Research
 770C.  Pharmaceutics Research
 770D.  Pharmacy Administration
 770E.  Pedagogy


