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The Campus
The uniqueness of the Union University campus, located 

on U.S. Highway 45 By-Pass and Union University Drive 
in Northwest Jackson, is related to the academic facilities 
and student housing. Union’s campus is designed with the 
student as its axis. All facilities, programs, and personnel are 
interrelated in an attempt to meet the needs of students.

In addition to the main campus in Jackson, Union 
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Hyran E. Barefoot Student Union Building
The Barefoot Student Union Building houses the Brewer 

Student Dining Hall, Executive Dining Room, Lexington 
Inn, Eldon Byrd Faculty Lounge, Barefoots Joe coffeehouse, 
Harvey Auditorium, University Services and Mail Services, 
offices for Student Services (Dean of Students, Assistant 
Dean of Students, Student Government Association, 
Student Activities Council, Counseling, Student Leadership 
Development, Residence Life, Health Services, and 
University Security), offices of Undergraduate Admissions, 
Financial Planning, Enrollment Services, Campus Ministries 
(Missionary-In-Residence), and Prayer Chapel.

Carl Grant Events Center
The Carl Grant Events Center is named in honor of Carl 

J. Grant to recognize his generosity to and support for Union 
University.  The beautiful state-of-the-art events center was 
designed to host significant conferences, dinners, banquets, 
and special events.  This magnificent facility also contains the 
University’s Heritage Center, a splendid pictorial presentation 
of the University, portraying many of the highlights in the 
University’s history from 1823-2007.

Graduate Studies
All programs and objectives in Graduate Studies at Union 

University derive from the statement of Mission of Union 
University. Accordingly, Graduate Studies seeks to provide 
students with a quality educational experience in a Christian 
university environment. Specifically, Union expects graduate 
students to:

•	 Demonstrate within their disciplines advanced 
knowledge and skills.

•	 Display competency in critical evaluation of issues, 
trends and methodologies.

•	 Demonstrate the ability to apply research that 
extends the body of knowledge in the field.

•	 Enhance their ethical decision-making ability 
through an academic environment integrated with a 
Christian faith.

•	 Build intellectual and moral knowledge to cope with 
a pluralistic world and better serve their communities, 
businesses and schools.

Graduate Studies seeks to reflect the Core Values of Union 
University in academics, Christian values, development of 
the whole person and personal attention to student needs. 
Its goals are to cultivate a Christian academic community 
which is excellence-driven, Christ-centered, people-focused 
and future-directed.

Graduate Governance and 
Admissions

Fourteen graduate programs currently exist at Union 
University: the M.B.A., the M.Acc., administered by the 
McAfee School of Business Administration; the M.A.Ed., 
the M.U.Ed., the M.Ed., the Ed.S. and the Ed.D. degrees 
administered by the College of Education and Human Studies; 
the M.S.W., administered by the School of Social Work; the 
M.S.N. and D.N.P., administered by the School of Nursing; the 
M.A.I.S., administered by the Institute of International and 
Intercultural Studies; the M.C.S. and D.Min., administered 
by the School of Theology and Missions; and the Pharm.D. 
administered by the School of Pharmacy.

The Master of Business Administration and the Master of 
Accountancy degree programs are administered by the M.B.A. 
Director and the Accountancy Coordinator respectively, and 
by the Dean, McAfee School of Business Administration. The 
Master of Arts in Education, the Master of Urban Education, 

the Master of Education, the Master of Social Work, the 
Education Specialist and the Education Doctorate degree 
programs are administered by Program Directors and the Dean, 
College of Education and Human Studies. The Master of 
Science in Nursing and the DNP is administered by the various 
track chairs and the Associate Dean for Graduate Programs. 
The Master of Arts in Intercultural Studies is administered 
by the Director of the Center for Intercultural Engagement 
in collaboration with the MAIS Advisory Council and the 
Academic Council comprised of all University deans. The 
Master of Christian Studies is governed by the M.C.S. Director 
and the Dean of the School of Theology and Missions.  The 
D.Min. is administered by the Dean of the School of Theology 
and Missions. The Greater Faculty is responsible for approval 
of curriculum and graduate program policies. The Faculty 
considers recommendations from the University Curriculum 
Committee (UCC), which is responsible for examining 
graduate programs, course offerings, and policies relative to 
graduate studies at Union. Task teams may be created by 
the Deans of the Schools/Colleges to consider and make 
recommendations to the UCC. Thus, signif﻿icant curriculum 
and policy changes and additions proceed from the Directors 
(and/or task teams) to the UCC to the Faculty. The graduate 
governance structure at Union University is completed by the 
Provost, the President, and the Board of Trustees.

The Program Directors are empowered to make admissions 
decisions based on the approved and published admission 
criteria. Admission decisions of the nursing graduate 
program are made by the Graduate Nursing Admissions 
Committee. The Graduate Nursing Admissions Committee is 
comprised of the Dean, School of Nursing, Associate Dean of 
Graduate Programs, and track chairs. The Graduate Business 
Admissions Committee, the Graduate Education Admissions 
Committee and the Graduate Theology and Missions 
Admissions Committee, comprised of business, education or 
Christian Studies faculty and directors respectively, receive 
recommendations regarding candidates for admission who do 
not meet regular admission requirements. The MAIS Advisory 
Council, comprised of the director and the faculty across the 
disciplines, receive recommendations from the MAIS Program 
Director regarding candidates for admission who do not meet 
regular admission requirements. The respective Admissions 
Committees may recommend Conditional Admission for 
students who do not meet published criteria for admission.
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Student Life
Graduate students are welcomed and are encouraged to 

participate in the many religious, cultural, and educational 
activities that take place on the University campus. For 
more information on student life, graduate students may 
consult the latest edition of The Campus Life Handbook at 
www.uu.edu/studentlife/handbook.

Student Conduct
At Union University all members of the University 

community have a responsibility to the values of the 
University and to one another. The commitment to these 
values is expected at any time a student is enrolled, whether 
or not school is in session. When students are accepted for 
admission to Union University, the University believes they 
are capable of conducting themselves in a manner which 
involves restraint and self-control when such are necessary. 
Written rules and regulations cannot be provided for every act 
or condition that may occur in the lives of several thousand 
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documentation for material gleaned from any outside source, 
such as the Internet or any published/unpublished work, 
constitutes plagiarism, a form of cheating subject to strict 
disciplinary action. On the other hand, Faculty are responsible 
for discouraging cheating and will make every effort to provide 
physical conditions which deter cheating and to be aware at 
all times of activity in the testing area.

Any student found guilty by the professor of cheating 
will be subject to disciplinary action by the professor. The 
professor will file a report of the incident and the intended 
disciplinary action with the Office of the Dean or the MAIS 
Program Director. If the student deems this action unfair, he 
or she may file an appeal with the administrator with whom 
the report was filed. The administrator will convey the results 
to the student and to the instructor by email (copied to the 
Office of the Dean of Students).

If either the student or the professor involved deems the 
administrator’s action unsatisfactory, within 10 working days 
of the sent date of the email conveying the results he or she 
may email the Dean of Instruction to request a hearing before 
the Graduate Appeals Committee. The committee will convey 
its decision to the student and to the professor by email. The 
decision of this committee will be final upon approval by the 
Provost in consultation with the President.

Credit Hour
The unit for counting credit is the semester hour. A 

semester hour is defined as an hour of class work a week, or 
its equivalent in laboratory, pursued for one semester.

Numbering of Courses
Unless otherwise noted in the course description, courses 

numbered in the 500's may be taken for graduate credit 
or by upper level undergraduates for undergraduate credit. 
Expectations will be greater in these courses for students 
registered for graduate credit. Courses numbered 600 and 
above may only be taken for graduate credit. 

Courses numbered 595 are workshops. No more than six 
hours of credit from courses numbered 595 may be used to 
satisfy the degree requirements. No more than six hours may 
be taken for pass/fail credit in the M.A.Ed. program.

Grading System
Grades for graduate courses at Union University shall be 

interpreted as follows:
A	 Superior academic performance.
B	 Strong academic performance.
C	 Below average, but passing academic performance.
P	 Pass.
F, FF	 Failure. (P or FF apply to pass-fail courses.)
I	 Incomplete. An Incomplete must be removed within 

the first five weeks of the term following issuance of 
the Incomplete; otherwise, the incomplete becomes 
an F

IP	 In Progress, issued for a course which by design extends 
into the following term or semester.

PR	 Progress as related to the doctoral dissertation
W	 Withdrawal beyond the period officially allowed. See 

“Withdrawal from Classes.”
N	 Audit.

Requirements for Grade Point Average
In order to graduate with a Masters or Ed.S. degree or a post 

masters certificate, students are required to have a minimum 
grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 for all courses taken for 
graduate credit at Union University. To graduate with the Ed.D., 
a 3.2 minimum graduate GPA is required.  To graduate with the 
Doctor of Pharmacy, a 2.33 minimum graduate GPA is required. 
Quality points shall be awarded as follows:
A - 4	 quality points for each semester hour of credit
B - 3	 quality points for each semester hour of credit
C - 2	 quality points for each semester hour of credit
P - 0	 quality points (course hours are not applied in 

computation of the grade point average)
F - 0	 quality points
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enrollment eligibility in the School of Pharmacy is deemed 
to be satisfactory academic progress for financial aid eligibility 
since the School’s standards are more stringent than Federal 
requirements.) 

A graduate student suspended from the graduate program is 
not eligible to file for Veterans Administration Benefits.

Appeal Procedures
A student who wishes to appeal for a variance from graduate 

policies or procedures should direct a written petition to the 
academic dean or the Associate Provost for International and 
Intercultural Studies requesting the variance and carefully 
outlining the reasons for the request. The request must be 
received no later than 90 days after the issuance of the grade. 
After consideration of the petition, the Dean/Associate 
Provost will determine whether the petition can be granted 
and will inform the student, in writing, of the decision. 

If the student is dissatisfied with the Dean's/Associate 
Provost’s response to the petition, the student may then appeal 
the Dean's/Associate Provost’s decision to the Graduate 
Appeals Committee. The Graduate Appeals Committee will 

review the petition, gather information as it is needed, and 
render a decision. The Committee will inform the student, 
in writing, of their decision.

If the student is dissatisfied with the decision of the 
Graduate Appeals Committee, that decision can be appealed 
to the Provost. The decision of the Provost in consultation 
with the President will be final. Copies of all correspondence 
related to all formal petitions and appeals will be kept for 
future reference in the student's file in the office of the 
respective Graduate school.

Academic Grievance
Orderly procedures are provided by which a student may 

be heard concerning a just academic grievance. Procedures 
are outlined in the Campus Life Handbook for the student who 
wishes to register dissatisfaction with the quality of instruction 
or performance of a professor.

Both the Campus Life Handbook and the Faculty Handbook 
detail the procedure for a formal grade appeal. The student 
should first ask the instructor how the grade was determined. 
It is hoped that most problems can be resolved at this level.

Admission Information

General Admission Requirements
1.	Completed application for the specific program, including 

payment of a $25 application fee.
2.	Official transcript(s) showing all course work, completion 

of baccalaureate degree(s), and all graduate credit 
previously attempted. Even if withdrawal occurred prior 
to earning credits and even if those credits do not apply to 
the current degree being sought, official transcripts must 
be sent from each institution.
Other program specific admission requirements are 

included in the program sections of this Catalogue.

Additional Admission Requirements for 
International Students

All international students will meet the same requirements 
for regular admission to the University and for admission to the 
specific graduate program intended. International students will 
be required to complete the International Student Application 
for Admission as well as the application for admission to the 
specific graduate program intended and a $50.00 application fee. 
All documents must be in English, and the official transcripts 
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The student will sign a contract at the time of admission 
defining the status of a provisional student accepting the 
limitation of that status. The student must also sign a waiver 
so that Union University will have the right to request those 
documents needed to complete the admission file.

A student may remain on provisional status for only 
one semester and the subsequent short term unless special 
circumstances exist and permission for an extension is given 
in writing by the Program Director. A personal conference 
with the Program Director may be required before the student 
is accepted for admission on a provisional basis.

Non-Degree Seeking Students
Some students may be admitted in this category if they 

desire to take courses primarily for special interest or on 
a “visiting student” basis. Often these special students are 
enrolled in other institutions and are enrolled for only one 
or two terms at Union. Students must submit an application 
to the appropriate graduate school, pay the application fee 
(nonrefundable), and submit an official transcript as proof 
of at least the baccalaureate degree. Students must meet 
all requirements for admission to change from Non-Degree 
Seeking status to Degree Seeking status. A maximum of 6 
hours may be taken as a Non-Degree student.

Registration Information 
Registration dates for each term are given in the calendar 

of this catalogue. In order to accommodate the varied personal 
schedules of students, early registration is also allowed. The 
dates and times for early registration will be published for 
each term. Students can also obtain this information from 
the appropriate graduate program office.

Late Registration and Class Changes
Late registration and changes of classes are allowed in some 

courses and in accordance with published deadlines in the 
Academic Center. A late registration fee or a class change 
fee will be charged for these changes. Those considering 
late registration for a cohort program should contact the 
appropriate graduate program office.

A student making a change in his/her class schedule after 
completing registration will follow this procedure:

1.	Obtain proper forms from the appropriate graduate office,
2.	Secure the signature of his/her advisor,
3.	Present the forms to the appropriate graduate office 

for the schedule change.

Withdrawal from Classes
Students will be allowed to withdraw through 11 weeks 

or its equivalent and will receive the notation on their 
permanent records “Withdrew from all Classes” as of the date 
the withdrawal was processed. Students discontinuing class 
attendance without permission will receive an “F” in those 
courses. In exceptional cases, such as extreme illness or other 
circumstances beyond the student’s control, the Registrar may 
assign a grade of W for a withdrawal after the allowable period.

A student withdrawing from all classes must complete a 
withdrawal form and submit it to the appropriate graduate 
program office.

Readmission
Students who have not been enrolled for at least one 

semester will be required to readmit by completing a new 
application to the appropriate graduate program. Official 
transcripts from other schools attended during the interval 
will be required. No additional application fee will be 
required. Readmission is not guaranteed.

Graduation Policies and Requirements
Commencement is held on the Jackson campus following 

spring semester (May), following fall semester (December), 
and following summer sessions (Summer) for all programs 
other than the M.A.I.S. Students should participate in the 
appropriate ceremony according to the following schedule:

If academic requirements are completed or expected to 
be completed by:

•	 After the December ceremony, but prior to the May 
ceremony, attend Commencement ceremony in May;

•	 After the May ceremony, but prior to the Summer 
ceremony, attend Commencement ceremony in 
August;

•	 After the Summer ceremony, but prior to the 
December ceremony, attend Commencement 
ceremony in December.

An Application for Graduation must be filed in the 
Graduate office of the appropriate program by the deadlines 
shown below. Applications for Graduation are available in 
each Graduate Program office.

Commencement for M.A.I.S. graduates may be held at the 
off-campus site following program completion.

Attendance at the activities related to graduation is 
expected. Petitions for graduating in absentia should be 
directed to the Office of the Provost.

Students who successfully complete a graduate degree 
or post masters certificate program are granted a diploma/
certificate.

A candidate for the graduate degree 
must:
•	 Complete required semester hours for the degree as indicated 

within the appropriate program. Earn a cumulative Union 
University GPA of ≥ 2.33 (minimum) for Pharm.D.; 3.0 
(minimum) for M.B.A., M.Acc., M.Ed., M.U.Ed., and 
M.A.Ed, M.A.I.S., M.S.N., M.S.W., M.C.S., D.N.P, Ed.S., 
D.Min.; and ≥ 3.2 (minimum) for Ed.D.

•	 Successfully complete all degree requirements which are 
in effect for his/her program.

•	 File an Application for Graduation with the respective 
Graduate Program office. Application deadlines are: 
–	 March 1 for candidates who plan to complete 

requirements by the May Commencement. 
–	 May 15 for completion by Summer Commencement. 
–	 October 1 for completion by December Commencement.

•	 Pay in full the student's account in the Business Office.
•	 Discharge all other obligations (fines, credentials, etc.) at 

the University.
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H.	

www.uu.edu/financialaid/graduate
http://www.uu.edu/financialaid/gradhowtoapply.cfm
http://www.uu.edu/financialaid/veteranservices.cfm

