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Student Organizations
Pi Gamma Mu, national social science honor society, seeks 

to improve scholarship in social studies; to inspire service 
to humanity by an intelligent approach to the solution of 
social problems; and to engender sympathy towards others 
with different opinions and institutions. Students who have 
completed 20 hours of social science with a "B" average or 
above are eligible for membership.

Sociological Inquiry Society (S.I.S) functions as a 
Christian community of students interested in sociological 

foundations and enables students to better understand and 
exercise sociology outside the classroom through discussion, 
activities, and service.

Student Awards
The Pi Gamma Mu Scholarship Leader Award is 

presented to the graduating member of the society with the 
highest academic average.

Course Offerings in Sociology (SOC)
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317. Urban Structure and Process (3) As Needed
Prerequisite: SOC 211.
An exploration and analysis of social forces that structure 
human community. An overview of the process of urbanization 
in America, and the various ways in which rural and urban 
community life are organized into diverse social patterns.  

319. Sociology of Religion (3) F—Even Years
Prerequisite: SOC 211.
A sociological analysis of religious practice and belief. The 
intersection of religion with personal, family and social life 
is emphasized. Cults, sects, fundamentalism and radicalism 
are all examined in this context.

321. Social Gerontology (3) As Needed
Prerequisite: SOC 211. Reciprocal credit: SW 321.
A brief, comprehensive introduction to the subject of aging. 
The social and socio-psychological aspects will be examined.

322. Medical Sociology (3) As Needed 
Prerequisite: SOC 211
A sociological examination of health, illness, and the social 
organization of medical care in the US. Consideration is given 
to race, class, gender, and age as factors influencing health, 
illness, and the delivery of medical care.

324. Social Deviance (3) S—Odd Years
Prerequisite: SOC 211. Reciprocal credit: SW 324.
Focuses on why certain individuals violate social norms and 
the ways society responds and attempts to control deviant 
behavior. Topics include: defining, measuring and explaining 
social deviance and types of deviant behavior as well as personal 
and social consequences of deviant behavior.

325. Families Across Cultures (3) F, S
Reciprocal credit: SW 325.
The family as an object of sociological inquiry within the 
context of cross-cultural, multi-cultural and historical bases. 
Continuity and change, similarities and differences are 
emphasized.

326. Juvenile Justice (3) F – Odd Years
This course covers youthful crime: its volume, causes and 
trends. The prediction, prevention, treatment and control of 
juvenile delinquency by social control agencies is examined 
relative to social policies needed to reduce its incidence. The 
organization and procedures of the juvenile justice system 
are also explored. 

327. Sociology of Media and Technology (3) S – Even 
Years
In this course, attention will be given to different aspects 
of the relationship between technology and society and 
directions for the future. The nature of technology and the 
process of innovation are driven by social influences and 
pressures. Those social influences mean that technologies 
reflect and often reinforce the structures of social, economic, 
and political power in any society. Special emphasis on social 
media and the effects it has on daily interactions in society.

332. Hospitalized Child (3) S—Odd Years 
A study focused on the development status and needs of 
medically involved children and their families with an emphasis 
on the professional preparation for a medically – related career 
in Child Life.  Students will use critical thinking skills to 
complete all assignments; should be committed to attending 
an off-campus site tour at a children’s hospital; and learn how 
the implementation of a Christian world view can affect and 
influence the professional relationships made with families, 
patients, and coworkers.  

333. Parent-Child Relations (3) S—Even Years
Prerequisite: SOC 211.
Social and historical context of parent-child interaction over 
the life course; analysis of theories, research and educational 
programs; socialization into the family; examination of 
parenting as a developmental process. Overview of the 

structures. 
l relatioed.



125SOCIOLOGY

417. The History of Social Thought (3) S—Even Years
Prerequisites: 6 hours of SOC including SOC 211.
Examines the major social theories that have engaged social 
theorists from the mid-twentieth century onward. The course 
also investigates the historical, sociological, intellectual, and 
biographical contexts within which contemporary social 
theories have developed and the extent to which they inform 
current sociological research and thinking. 

418. Social Psychology (3) As Needed
Prerequisites: SOC 211 or PSY 213. Reciprocal credit: PSY 
418. See PSY 418 for description.

419. Social Diversity and Inequality (3) F—Even Years
Prerequisite: SOC 211. Reciprocal credit: SW 419.
A study of the social, cultural, historical, political-economic, 
and psychological dimensions of minority-majority group 
relations with an emphasis on American society. Problems  
and intervention strategies will be examined. 

420. Death and Dying (3) As Needed
Prerequisite: SOC 211. Reciprocal credit: SW 420.
An interdisciplinary investigation of death and dying 
exploring contributions from anthropology, ethics, health 
sciences, history, literature, psychology, religion, and 
sociology. Strategies of counseling with dying persons and 
their families will be central. 

422.  Social Research II (3) As Needed
Prerequisite: MAT 114; 6 additional hours in SOC including 
211.
Research design, applied techniques, and data analysis 
methods with emphasis on a research project, from problem 
formulation to research report.

425. Strengthening Marriage and Families (3) F—Even 
Years
Prerequisites: SOC 211 or 220.
Family theories from sociological and family studies 
perspectives exploring historical roots, assumptions, concepts, 
and applications for strengthening relationships. Emphasizes 
using Biblical principles to strengthen marriage and families.

426. Family Policy and Advocacy (3) S—Even Years
Prerequisite: SOC 220
Exploration of the reciprocal influences between children and 
families and all branches of government, including public/
private sectors at local, state, and federal levels. Emphasis is 
placed on models, skills, and approaches necessary to advocate 
for and influence policy.

430. Theoretical Frameworks for Studying Families (3) F—
Odd Years 
Prerequisite: SOC 220
Family Theories is a survey course that examines the 
interdisciplinary study of families.  The course content is 
organized into three sections: a) theories, ideologies and 
definitions of families, b) applications of family theories in 
practice, family programs, and policies, and c) how to apply 
these theories in a Christian family setting. This course will 
examine “what is theorizing in family studies?”

435. Contemporary Issues in the Family (3) W; S—
Even Years
Prerequisites: SOC 211 or 220. Reciprocal credit: PSY 435.
An in-depth look at the family, life issues, threats and 
challenges today. Biblical principles related to such issues 
as parent-child relationships, work and family, divorce and 
family violence are discussed. Preventive techniques and 
solutions are considered.

498. Senior Capstone Seminar (3) F
Prerequisites: SOC 211 and permission of instructor; Pre or 
Corequisites: SOC 417, 422.
The culminating experience for Sociology majors requiring 
students to successfully demonstrate an ability to apply 
research methods and sociological theories to an empirical 
research problem/question of their own choosing. The 
application will take the form of a written paper and a 
presentation in a public format.

Available in all prefixes:

179-279-379-479. External Domestic Study Programs 
(1-3) As Needed
All courses and their applications must be defined and 
approved prior to registering.

179PF-279PF-379PF-479PF. External Domestic Study 
Programs (Pass/Fail) As Needed
All courses and their applications must be defined and 
approved prior to registering.

180-280-380-480. Study Abroad Programs (1-4) As 
Needed
All courses and their application must be defined and 
approved prior to travel.

180PF-280PF-380PF-480PF. Study Abroad Programs 
(Pass/Fail) As Needed
All courses and their applications must be defined and 
approved prior to travel.
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