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Mission Statement
The Depar tment of Political Science seeks to create active, 

informed citizens and leaders who use their analytical, research, 
and communication skills to improve their community.

Curriculum
Called the "queen of the sciences" by Aristotle because of 

its impact on law, society, philosophy, ethics, economics, and 
religion, political science is more than the study of government, 
political attitudes and behavior, and public policy. It is the 
study of people, their motives, their values, their relations with 
other s, and the best way for individuals and groups to achieve 
their goals while improving society. Moreover, as Christians, 
the study of politics increases our under st anding of God by 
learning how He wants us to live with other s and how our 
faith leads us to be good stewards of our local, national, and 
global community.

Consequently, the Depar tment seeks to (1) create an active, 
in fo r m e d ci t i z e n r y ca p a b l e o f in f l u e n c i n g gove r n m e n t; (2) 
prepare students for a changing world by developing and refining 
their analytical, communication, and research skills; (3) foster the 
underst anding of the role of Christians in the public square and 
the most ef fective means to renew society; (4) prepare students 
for graduate and professional oppor tunities in politics, law, 
public ser vice in the U.S. and abroad, business, teaching, and 
other endeavors; and (5) develop students who can be leaders 
in political, social, and religious institutions.

To this end, the Depar tment of fers a broad range of courses 
t h a t fo c u s o n h o w i n d i v i d u a l s a n d g r o u p s i n t e r a c t w i t h 
government al and global systems while preparing students to 
exercise leadership in our changing domestic and global worlds. 
Each student begins by orienting themselves to the discipline 
by taking classes in each of the subfields of politicalTw 10 0 0eMl/ ( )]m.12keing, and 
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VI.	Minor in International Affairs—21 hours
A.	Required cour ses: PSC 211, 214, 232 —9 hour s
B.	Select 12 hour s from: PSC 324, 325, 333, 344, 355, 

360, 365, 400, 414, 415, 431
VI.I. Pre-Law Advising Program
	 Dr. Sean Evans ser ves as Union Univer sity’s pre-law advisor. 

Students planning to attend law school should consult with 
him for information and assist ance.

Admission and Progression in Major in Political Science 
with Discipline-Specific Honors

Th e d e p a r t m e n t  r e q u i r e s  a  o n e  s e m e s t e r  r e s i d e n c y 
requirement for the fir st time college student before applying 
to the progr am. 

For each honor s contr act cour se, the student must:
• 	
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300. Politics and Film (3) As Needed
The impact of film on the politics and thinking of American 
society towards concepts such as war, peace, race, regions of 
the world and political ideas.

305. State and Local Government (3) As Needed
A study of the institutions and functions of st ate and local 
gove r n m e n t s and the i r rel a t i o n s h i p to the pol i t i c a l pro c e s s 
and feder alism.
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431. Political Science Internship (repeatable up to 6) As 
Needed
Individually designed study which permits the upper-level student 
to learn through par ticipation in actual government settings, 
either domestic or international. Close consult ation with the 
depar tment in the design of this study will be necessar y to 
conform to University st andards regarding internships.

179-279-379-479. External Domestic Study Programs (1-3) 
As Needed
All c o u r s e s a n d t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n s m u s t b e d e f i n e d a n d 
approved prior to registering.

179PF-279PF-379PF-479PF. External Domestic Study 
Programs (Pass/Fail) As Needed
All c o u r s e s a n d t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n s m u s t b e d e f i n e d a n d 
approved prior to registering.

180-280-380-480. Study Abroad Programs (1-4) 
All courses and their application must be defined and approved 
prior to travel.

180PF-280PF-380PF-480PF. Study Abroad Programs 
(Pass/Fail) As Needed
All c o u r s e s a n d t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n s m u s t b e d e f i n e d a n d 
approved prior to travel.

195-6-7. Special Studies (1-4) On Demand
295-6-7. Special Studies (1-4) On Demand
Lower-level group studies which do not appear in the regular 
depar tment al of ferings.

395-6-7. Special Studies (1-4) On Demand 
Upper-level group studies which do not appear in the regular 
depar tment al of ferings.

495-6-7. Independent Study (1-4) On Demand
Individual research under the guidance of a faculty member(s).

498. Seminar (1-3) As Needed
To be used at the discretion of the depar tment. 

499. Seminar in Political Theory (3)
An intensive analy sis of more major issues in political theor y. 
This cour se may be repeated for credit.


