HEPATITIS AVACCINE

(1 What is hepatitis A? )




Some people should not get
3 | hepatitis A vaccine or should
wait

(4 hepatitis A vaccine?

A vaccine, like any medicine, could possibly cause
serious problems, such as severe allergic reactions.
The risk of hepatitis A vaccine causing serious
harm, or death, is extremely small.

Getting hepatitis A vaccine is much safer than
getting the disease.

Mild problems

= soreness where the shot was given (about 1 out of 2
adults, and up to 1 out of 6 children)

= headache (about 1 out of 6 adults and 1 out of 25
children)

= loss of appetite (about 1 out of 12 children)

= tiredness (about 1 out of 14 adults)

If these problems occur, they usually last 1 or 2 days.

Severe problems

= serious allergic reaction, within a few minutes
to a few hours of the shot (very rare)

What are the risks from )

<5 severe reaction?

What should I look for?

= Any unusual condition, such as a high fever or
behavior changes. Signs of a serious allergic
reaction can include difficulty breathing, hoarse-
ness or wheezing, hives, paleness, weakness, a fast
heart beat or dizziness.

What if there is a moderate or >

What should | do?

= Call a doctor, or get the person to a doctor right
away.

= Tell your doctor what happened, the date and time
it happened, and when the vaccination was given.

= Ask your doctor, nurse, or health department to
report the reaction by filing a VVaccine Adverse
Event Reporting System (VAERS) form.

Or you can file this report through the VAERS
web site at www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by calling
1-800-822-7967.

VAERS does not provide medical advice.
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= Ask your doctor or nurse. They can give you the
vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of
information.

How can | learn more? )

= Call your local or state health department.

= Contact the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)
- Visit CDC websites at: www.cdc.gov/hepatitis
or www.cdc.gov/nip
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